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this, "Then, if you can do nothing for that society which     1831
has hitherto made nobody the happier unless it be your-
selves, the rest of mankind must try what they can do to    etat
improve their own lot without your assistance, and then,
perhaps, you may not like their manner of proceeding."
If there were but a few dozens of persons safe (whom you
and I could select) to be missionaries of the great truths in
which alone there is any well-being for mankind individu-
ally or collectively, I should not care though a revolution
were to  exterminate every person in Great Britain  and
Ireland who has ^500 a year.    Many very amiable persons
would perish, but what is the world the better for such
amiable persons ?    But among the missionaries whom I
would reserve, a large proportion would consist of specu-
lative Tories : for it is an ideal Toryism, an ideal King,
Lords, and Commons that they venerate ; it is old England
as opposed to the new, but it is old England as she might
be, not as she is.    It seems to me that the Toryism of
Wordsworth, of Coleridge (if he can be called a Tory), of
Southey even, and of many others whom I could mention,
is tout bonnement a reverence for government in the abstract:
it means, that they are duly sensible that it is good for man
to be ruled; to submit both his  body and mind to the
guidance of a higher intelligence and virtue.    It is, there-
fore,  the  direct  antithesis   of   Liberalism,  which  is   for
making every man his own guide and sovereign-master,
and letting him think for himself, and do exactly as he
judges best for himself, giving other men leave to persuade
him if they can by evidence, but forbidding him to give
way to authority; and still less allowing them to constrain
him more than the  existence and tolerable necessity of
every man's person and property renders indispensably
necessary.    It is   difficult  to  conceive a more thorough
ignorance of man's nature, and of what is necessary for his
happiness, or what degree of happiness and virtue he is
capable of attaining, than this system implies.   But I can-
not help regretting that the men who are best capable of
struggling against these  narrow views  and mischievous
heresies should chain themselves, full of life and vigourmost impressed with the
